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EUROPEAN UNION LAW 

 

CURSO: SEGUNDO 

SEMESTRE: SEGUNDO 

TIPO: OBLIGATORIA 

CRÉDITOS: 3 ECTS 

IDIOMA: ENGLISH 

DOCENTE: DRA. MISERICORDIA CAVALLER 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

European Union Law is a complex system, consisting of European integration law, legal norms 

ensuring functioning of the European system for the protection of human rights, as well as other legal 

rules of European international treaties. 

 

The objective of this subject is to comprehend and analyze the evolution of the European Union, 

from its origins to date, identifying the methodology and the philosophy that inspires it.  

 

This program will provide students the knowledge of the basic principles and general structure of the 

European Union Law. 

 

COMPETENCES 

 

BÁSICAS Y GENERALES 

 

CB1 - Que los estudiantes hayan demostrado poseer y comprender conocimientos en un área de 

estudio que parte de la base de la educación secundaria general, y se suele encontrar a un nivel 

que, si bien se apoya en libros de texto avanzados, incluye también algunos aspectos que implican 

conocimientos procedentes de la vanguardia de su campo de estudio. 

 

CB3 - Que los estudiantes tengan la capacidad de reunir e interpretar datos relevantes 

(normalmente dentro de su área de estudio) para emitir juicios que incluyan una reflexión sobre 

temas relevantes de índole social, científica o ética. 
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TRANSVERSALES 

 

T1 - Actuar con espíritu y reflexión críticos ante el conocimiento en todas sus dimensiones, 

mostrando inquietud intelectual, cultural y científica y compromiso hacia el rigor y la calidad en la 

exigencia profesional. 

 

T3 - Interactuar en contextos globales e internacionales para identificar necesidades y nuevas 

realidades que permitan transferir el conocimiento hacia ámbitos de desarrollo profesional actuales 

o emergentes, con capacidad de adaptación y de autodirección en los procesos profesionales y de 

investigación. 

 

T6 - Usar distintas formas de comunicación, tanto orales como escritas o audiovisuales, en la lengua 

propia y en lenguas extranjeras, con un alto grado de corrección en el uso, la forma y el contenido. 

 

ESPECÍFICAS 

 

E1 - Identificar los elementos, estructura, recursos, interpretación y aplicación del ordenamiento 

jurídico e interpretar las fuentes y los conceptos jurídicos fundamentales de cada uno de los distintos 

órdenes jurídicos. 

 

E2 - Reconocer los mecanismos y procedimientos de resolución de los conflictos jurídicos, así como 

la posición jurídica de las personas en sus relaciones con la Administración y en general con los 

poderes públicos. 

 

E4 - Interpretar textos jurídicos desde una perspectiva interdisciplinar utilizando los principios 

jurídicos y los valores y principios sociales, éticos y deontológicos como herramientas de análisis. 

 

RESULTADOS DE APRENDIZAJE 

 

R1 - Comprender mensajes orales y escritos de diferente tipología de forma completa expresados 

en las lenguas propias y en inglés. 

 

R2 - Entender convenientemente el proceso de elaboración de las normas jurídicas internacionales 

y su régimen jurídico. 
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R3 - Comprender satisfactoriamente el proceso de integración europea, la estructura comunitaria y 

las fuentes del Derecho comunitario. 

 

R4 - Tomar decisiones jurídicas coherentes con los principios del Derecho Comunitario y del 

Derecho Internacional Público. 

 

CONTENT 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 
SECTION 1: Creation and evolution of the European Union.  
 
Background. The Schuman Plan and the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). The Treaties 
establishing the EEC and the EAEC and its amendments. The Single European Act. The Treaty on 
European Union. The Treaty of Amsterdam. The Treaty of Nice. The Treaty establishing a 
Constitution for Europe. The Union. The Treaty of Amsterdam. The Treaty of Nice. The Treaty 
establishing a Constitution for Europe. The Treaty of Lisbon. The enlargement of the members. The 
withdrawal. 
 
SECTION 2: The European Union: Juridical nature and regulation in force. Objectives and 
principles of the European Union. 
 
The Treaty on European Union. The Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. The legal 
personality of the Union. 
The values of the Union. The objectives of the Union. The main policies. The fundamental principles: 
(a) the principle of democracy and respect for human rights, (b) respect for the national identity of 
the Member States, (c) the principle of solidarity. Flexibility: mechanisms and legal framework. 
 
II. THE INSTITUTIONS OF THE EUROPEAN UNION 
 
SECTION 3: Introduction to the institutions of the European Union  
 
The institutional structure. The principle of institutional balance. The principle of transparency. 
Headquarters, staff and language regime. Privileges and immunities. 
 
SECTION 4: The European Council and the Council of the European Union. 
 
Composition and functioning of the European Council. The presidency. Functions. 
Composition, internal organization and functioning of the Council of the European Union. Special 
reference to COREPER. Competences. Relations with the European Council. 
 
SECTION 5: The European Commission and the European Parliament. 
 
Composition, internal organization and principles of the European Commission. Competences:          
a) initiative, b) control, c) normative role: execution and delegation. 
Composition, internal organization and functioning of the European Parliament. Competences:          
a) political control, b) legislative, c) budgetary, d) in external action. 
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SECTION 6: The Court of Justice of the European Union. The European Central Bank, the 
European Court of Auditors and European Union Bodies 
 
The Court of Justice: (a) composition and internal organization, (b) jurisdiction. II. The General Court: 
(a) organization, (b) jurisdiction and its relationship with the Court of Justice. III. The specialized 
courts. 
The European Central Bank and the European System of Central Banks. Composition, internal 
organization and functioning. Competences 
Composition. Internal organization and functioning of the European Court of Auditors. Competences. 
European Economic and Social Committee. European Committee of the Regions. EU Administration 
by Agencies 
 
SECTION 7. EU's decision-making process: the institutions at work.  
 
Ordinary legislative procedure. Special legislative procedures. II specific procedures: A) budgetary 
procedure, B) procedure for the conclusion of international agreements. 

 
SECTION 8. European Union Competences 
 
Basis of the EU competences: principle of conferral. Legal Basis. Types of competences. Principles 
governing the exercise of competences: Principle of subsidiarity, principle of proportionality. 
 
III. SOURCES OF THE EUROPEAN UNION LEGAL ORDER 
 
SECTION 9. Primary Law 
 
Introduction to the sources of EU law. Primary Law: definition, content, features and functions. Scope 
of application; territorial, personal and temporal. Interpretation rules. Revision of the Treaties. 
Accession and withdrawal. 
 
SECTION 10. Derivate Law and the non-written sources of the European law and European 
case law. 
 
Definition. Features. Binding acts: a) regulations, b) directives, c) decisions. Non-binding acts: 
recommendations and opinions. Differences between Legislative, Delegated acts and Implementing 
acts. 
Definition and Features General principles of EU law. Decisions and Judgements of Court of Justice 
(Case-law). Hierarchy of the sources of law 
 
III. EUROPEAN LAW AND THE MEMBER STATES' LEGAL SYSTEMS 
 
SECTION 11. Principles guiding the relations between European law and national law. 
 
Direct applicability. The principle of direct effect of the EU law. The precedence principle: matter of 
the Fundamental Rights. Principle of Member State liability for breach of European law. 
 
SECTION 12. Legislative and administrative implementation of the European Law. 
 
Implementation of the EU law by the EU Institutions and bodies. Implementation of EU laws by 
national authorities of the member States. Implementation in geographically complex States: the 
Spanish situation. 
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IV. GUARANTEE OF THE EUROPEAN LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
SECTION 13. Judicial control and preliminary rulings. National Courts and the European 
Union Law 
 
Functions of the National Courts jurisdiction and European Court jurisdiction. Character of the judicial 
control of the European Court of Justice and classification criteria. Features of the different 
proceedings. Proceedings of the Court of Justice and Proceedings of the General Court. Action for 
annulment. Actions for failure to fulfil obligations. 
Nature of references for a preliminary ruling. Features. Procedure. Effects 
Right to judicial protection and principle of procedural autonomy. Non-application of national rules 
which are contrary to European law and the interim protection provided by the national courts. 
 

METHODOLOGY  

 

The learning process is based on the student's self-study, reading texts, searching for documentation 

and preparing papers. Teachers are responsible for the approach to problems and an adequate 

guidance to provide the student with the necessary tools for the correct understanding of the legal 

issues that may arise, as well as the tools to be used to solve them. 

 

That consists in different activities that will be performed during the classes such as case studies, 

comments on case law, literature search, and lectures. Those activities will be specified in a schedule 

available at Moodle before the beginning of the course. 

 

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA 

  

The assessment will be based on two theoric partial exams and three case studies. 

Each partial exam represents 25% of the total grade for this course. The two partial exams are 

mandatory and the students must pass both of them in order to pass the subject. 

 

The three case studies represent 50% of the total grade. Students will work in these case studies 

inside and outside the class. 

It is no mandatory to perform all practical activities or pass them. However, its implementation is 

highly recommended, since to pass the subject is necessary that the total average (exams and case 

studies) is at least 50 out of 100. 

 

Case studies cannot be delivered passed their due date, however both partial exams can be 

retrieved.  
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The final assessment is the result of the arithmetic average calculation of all the evaluable activities.  

At the beginning of the course, the professor will inform about the activities and their schedule.  

 

ASSESSMENT  CRITERIA % 

Activity 1 (Case study on Regulation 2016/679) 16,66% 

Activity 2 (Case study on Directive 2019/1937) 16,66% 

Activity 3 (Case study on C-398/18 TJUE sentence) 16,66% 

Partial 1 exam (theoretical partial test) 25,00% 

Partial 2 exam (theoretical partial test) 25,00% 

 

It is mandatory to attend at least 80% of the teaching hours. Faults will only be eliminated if they are 

duly justified. If the student does not attend at least 80% of the classes he will fail, and would have 

to take the remedial exam and won’t be evaluated by continuous evaluation. 

The following table shows the approximate time that the student must spend in order to overcome 

the proposed activities. 

 

Activity Assessment Competences y RA Conditioning 
requirements 

Self-study 
hours 

Activity 1 16,66% Competences: CB1, 
T1, E1, E4. 
Learning outcomes: 
R1, R3 

Non-recoverable 
activity  
Individual activity 
Mandatory 

9 hours 

Activity 2 16,66% Competences: CB1, 
T3, E2, E4 
Learning outcomes: 
R2, R3, R4. 

Non-recoverable 
activity 
Individual activity 
Mandatory 

9 hours 

Activity 3 16,66% Competences: CB1, 
CB3, T1, T3, E1, E2. 
Learning outcomes: 
R1, R2, R3, R4. 

Non-recoverable 
activity 
Individual activity 
Mandatory 

9 hours 

Partial 1 25,00% Competences: CB1, 
T1, T6. 
Learning outcomes: 
R1, R2, R3. 

Recoverable activity 
Individual 
Mandatory 

9 hours 

Partial 2 25,00% Competences: CB1, 
T1, T6. 
Learning outcomes: 
R1, R2, R3, R4 

Recoverable activity 
Individual 
Mandatory 

9 hours 

Class hours 30 hours 

Work hours 45 hours 

TOTAL HOURS 75 hours 
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METHODOLOGY  

 

The learning process is based on the student’s self-study such as reading texts, searching for 

documentation and preparing papers. Teachers are responsible for the approach to problems and 

an adequate guidance to provide the student with the necessary tools for the correct understanding 

of the legal issues that may arise, as well as the ones needed to solve them. 

The subject requires attendance, and uses continuous evaluation assessments. It combines 

theoretical knowledge and practical cases. Throughout the class sessions, the teacher will present 

contents of the program through the use of different learning methodologies in addition to carrying 

out group training activities to complement the knowledge acquired. Likewise, students must perform 

three individual case studies during the personal work hours which will be evaluated. The work during 

the classes such as comments on case law, literature search, and lectures will be also evaluated.  

 

Finally, the student is recommended to dedicate a few hours of personal work each week to this 

subject in order to consolidate the knowledge acquired in the classroom classes. This personal work 

will consist mainly on reviewing the theoretical aspects studied in class and complementing them 

with the bibliography. 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
Basic bibliography 
 
A. Legislation 

 
TFEU. Treaty on the functioning of the European Law, https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/en/ALL/?uri=celex%3A12012E%2FTXT 
 
B. Books 
 
ABELLÁN HONRUBIA, Victoria, Vila Costa, Blanca. (dir.), Lecciones de Derecho Comunitario 
Europeo, Ariel Derecho, 6ª edición, 2017. 
 
MANGAS MARTÍN, Araceli, LIÑÁN NOGUERAS, Diego Javier: Instituciones y Derecho de la Unión 
Europea, Tecnos, 9ª edición, Madrid, 2016. 
 
C. Additional bibliography 
 
Mc CORMICK, J, Understanding the European Union: A concise introduction, Palgrave, Hampshire, 
2008. 
 
BORCHARD, Klaus-Dieter, The ABC of European Union Law, 2018, 
https://op.europa.eu/webpub/com/abc-of-eu-law/en/ 
 
  

https://cercabib.ub.edu/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1988810?lang=cat
https://cercabib.ub.edu/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1988810?lang=cat
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D. Case Law 
 
All decisions issued by the European Court of Justice can be retrieved from: http://eur-lex.europa.eu.  
 
EUR-Lex also provides you: 
 
EU law (EU treaties, regulations, directives, decisions, consolidated legislation, etc.); 
Preparatory work (legislative proposals, reports, Green and White Papers, etc.); 
International conventions; 
 
Summaries of EU legislation that place legislative acts in their political context. 
 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/

